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947 Annual General Meeting 


HE Annual General Meeting will be held at Cambridge on Wednesday, 9th July ; 
the programme arranged is as follows :— 

Members to meet at the Central Library, Wheeler Street (back of Guildhall). 
Bus 101 from Station to Town Centre (14d. ride) then few minutes’ walk 
(along Petty Cury). 

1.00p.m. Lunch at the Guildhall (price 2s. each). 
2.00 p.m.—Arrangements will be made for members who wish to join conducted 
4,30 p.m. parties to take part in one of the following visits :— 

1. Cambridge University Press. 

2. Cambridge University Library, and College Libraries. 

3. Informal tour of Colleges. 

4. Ramble to Grantchester. 

Tea at the Guildhall, by kind invitation of the Worshipful the Mayor of 
Cambridge (Councillor F. Doggett, J.P.). 

The Mayor of Cambridge and the Chairman of the Cambridge Public 
Libraries Committee (Councillor S. C. Roberts, M.A.) will extend a 
welcome to the Association. 

The President (H. W. Marr, Esq.) will reply. 

5.30p.m. Annual General Meeting in the Guildhall, Cambridge. The business to 
be transacted is set out on page 38. 

Will all members who intend to be present please inform Mr. C. W. H. Currie, 
F.L.A., Deputy Borough Librarian, Central Public Library, Guildhall, Cambridge, 
on or before Wednesday 2nd July, stating whether they will require lunch/tea, and 
Which place of interest they wish to visit during the afternoon. Every effort will be 
made to allow members to make the visit for which they have expressed a preference. 

E. CAVE, 
East Holborn Library, Hon. Secretary. 
34-36, Gray’s Inn Road, W.C.1. 
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52nd Annual General Meeting 


to be held in the 
Guildhall, Cambridge, 
on Wednesday, 9th July, 1947, at 5.30 p.m. 


AGENDA 


Minutes of Sist Annual General Meeting held 25th July, 1946, in the Grand Jury 
Room, Nottingham Guildhall. 


To receive the Annual Report of the Council, including the Report of the Honorary 
Treasurer and of the Honorary Auditors for the year ending 31st December, 1946.0 


To nominate and elect for the year 1947 two Honorary Auditors who, in accordance f 


with Rule 5 (c) may not be members of the Council. 


To receive the following motion from the Council : 

“* That Rule 5 (b) be amended to read as follows : ‘ The Honorary Treasurer 
of the Association shall pay annually to the Honorary Treasurers of the 
Divisions a sum calculated per capita on the membership of each Division 
at 31st December of the previous year. The per capita figure shall b 
decided each year by the Council after consideration of the finances of 
all Divisions.” This Rule, however, shall not preclude the Council from 
varying by resolution the amount of grant to any Division because of 
local circumstances.” 


The present Rule 5 (b), adopted at a Special General Meeting held 13th October,B 


1937, reads : 

(b) Divisional Expenses —The Honorary Treasurer of the Association 
shall pay, annually, to the Honorary Treasurers of the Divisions, a sum at 
the rate of 2s. per capita in respect of the first 250 members attached to the 
Division ; 1s. 6d. per capita in respect of the next 250 members ; and Is. 
per capita in respect of each member above the number of 500. Capitation 
grants shall be paid on the basis of the membership of the Division on 
31st December of the preceding year. 


The retiring President (J. T. Gillett, Esq., F.L.A.) will formally hand over the 
office of President to the President for the year 1947 (H. W. Marr, Esq.). 


The President (H. W. Marr, Esq.) will deliver his Presidential Address. 


To express the thanks of the Association to Mr. W. A. Munford, M.B.E., B.Sc., 
F.L.A., Borough Librarian, Cambridge, and the members of the Cambridg: 
Public Libraries staff, for their assistance in preparing and carrying out the 
programme for the day. 


Any other business. 


Meeting closes. 
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Council Notes 


HE President, Mr. H. W. Marr, was in the Chair at the second Council Meeting 
of the present Session held at Chaucer House on Wednesday, 12th March. 
The full Agenda included many items of routine report, but other items of 
a more controversial nature prolonged the meeting until 6.30 p.m. 

The Hon. Secretary reported that, owing to the uncertain position regarding the 
publication date of the March-April Assistant, he had, with the President’s concurrence, 
inserted the Preliminary Notice of the 1947 Annual General Meeting in The Times 
Literary Supplement. Further details of this meeting, together with the Agenda for 
the Annual Business Meeting, will be found elsewhere in this issue, and it is hoped 
that members’ response will justify the excellence of the programme which has been 
arranged. 

Two Sub-Committees were appointed by the Council, one to codify Rules for the 
conduct of A.A.L. Elections, and the other to consider means of relieving the load of 
work now falling on the officers of the Association and Council. 

The Publications Committee reported that the previously appointed Sub-Committee 
set up to prepare an “‘A.A.L. Pamphlet” had met, and hoped to lay its first draft 
before the next meeting. This Committee also recommended the printing of a further 
500 copies of Phillips’ Primer of classification, and the annual issue of two supplements 
to the Assistant dealing with ‘‘ Students’ problems.” The first recommendation was 
approved, but in view of the high cost of printing the Assistant in its present size, 
it was resolved that the Hon. Editor be asked to include the feature ‘‘ Students’ 
problems ” in the Assistant and not issue it as a supplement. The Library Association 
is to be approached with a request to resume publication of a calendar of events. 

Divisional membership figures were discussed, and it was resolved that Divisional 
Hon. Secretaries shall check their membership figures against the list of members 
in the forthcoming L.A. Year Book, and forward an amended Divisional membership 
list to the Hon. Membership Secretary ; this process is to be carried out annually in 
future. 

The Annual Report for the year 1946 was considered, and its consideration took 
some time and caused some amusement. At one time it seemed that the Council’s 
word for word endorsement of the draft Report would be required, but after several 
words had been carefully discussed (and left in by a majority vote !), the Report as 
a whole was approved with three minor amendments. 

Several motions from Divisions were received and considered. The Council would 
not agree to seek a change of its Rules to permit the increased representation sought 
by the Greater London Division, though it was pointed out that the G.L.D. is not 
thereby debarred from seeking the required change at the Annual General Meeting. 
After discussion in which it was reaffirmed that the A.A.L.’s strength is the strength 
of the Divisions, and that apathy in the A.A.L. is in effect apathy in the Divisions, 
the Kent Division’s motion on “ apathy in certain sections of the A.A.L.” was left 
to lie on the table. Consideration of the Rules of the new Bristol and District Division 
was deferred until the next Meeting, when the possibility of issuing a set of model 
Divisional Rules will be discussed. 

The remaining Council Meetings of the present Session will be held on 15th May, 
17th September, and 5th November. 


E. C. 
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Divisional Notes and News . 
Owing to pressure on space,a number of Divisional Reports have been held over, an 
They will be published as soon as possible. Hee 
by | 


Kent.—The Annual Meeting of the Division was held at Maidstone on 8th January, 
1947, The Annual Report was received without comment, and the following Officers 
and Committee were declared elected : 

Chairman: Miss E. M. M. Granger, M.A., F.L.A. (Sidcup). 

Vice-Chairman: J. E. V. Birch, A.L.A. (Folkestone). 

Hon. Secretary-Treasurer : K. A. Stockham, F.L.A. (Dover). 

Committee (General Members): J. F. W. Bryon (Beckenham), Miss R. Farrance 

(Orpington), Miss B. Lye, A.L.A. (Gillingham), Miss H. M. Benson (Folkestone), 
Mrs. G. E. Smith (Sidcup), Miss M. Hurworth (Springfield). aft 
Committee (Regional Representatives) : Central—Miss V. P. Terry (Springfield) ;§ In 
North-West—Miss G. B. Griffin (Rochester); South-East—Miss D. Eade} M. 
(Dover) ; South-West—M. S. Crouch, B.A., F.L.A. (Tonbridge) ; West—Miss§ to | 
E. A. Dennett, A.L.A. (Bromley). 

Two resolutions, proposed by Mr. J. F. W. Bryon, caused lively discussion. The} hel 
second—“ That the Council of the A.A.L. be asked to take notice of an apathy,§ ult 
prejudicial to the welfare of members, prevalent in some sections of the Association,— ma 
and take steps to prevent the more dangerous results of such apathy,”’ was passed. suc 

The business was followed by a paper by Miss E. C. Stuckey, (Kent County), onf} of ' 
“ Hospital Library Organization.” rep 

On 12th February, 1947, a meeting was held at the Slater Hall, Canterbury. With 
Miss Granger in the Chair, Mr. S. W. Anderson, F.L.A. (Beckenham), spoke on “ The 
importance of extension work.” He surveyed all the extension activities well known to 
progressive (and usually larger) urban libraries, but apparently unknown and unpractised 
by most small urban and county libraries. A brisk discussion followed. 
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Midland.—The Division held a joint meeting with the Birmingham and Districif res 
Branch of the Library Association in the Council House, Birmingham, on 22nd January. 
Under the Chairmanship of Mr. F. J. Patrick, Librarian-elect of Birmingham, a hundre(f} 
and fifty members heard an address by Mr. H. M. Cashmore on “ Recollections of fiftyh 
years.” 

The speaker gave a vivid account of his long service at Birmingham, recalling earlier 
conditions of work, some of the “ finds ” he had made among the stock, and the many 
friendly contacts he had made during the past half-century and during his year of 
Presidency. Mc 

Many speakers wished Mr. Cashmore a long and happy retirement. A vote of 
thanks was moved to the Lord Mayor for the use of the Council Chamber. 


Ho 
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North-Eastern.—The Annual Meeting was held on 12th February, 1947, at th yi, 
Newcastle Public Library. Owing to the severe weather, the attendance was very small § i, 

Mr. J. Smeaton was elected Chairman and gave as his Address an account of training} a) 
for librarianship in Belgium. The paper is to be published in a future issue of thf,,. 
Assistant. ou 
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Wessex.—The Annual General Meeting of the Division was held on 22nd January 
at the Guildhall, Winchester. When the business was concluded, a visit was paid to the 
Library of Winchester College, where the Librarian, Mr. J. M. G. Blakiston, exhibited 

ver, Ban interesting collection of old printed books and bindings. A vote of thanks to the 
Headmaster and Mr. Blakiston was moved by Mr. A. LI. Carver and heartily endorsed 
by all the members present. 
ary, The Officers and Committee for 1947 are :— 
cers Chairman: Mr. G. E. White. 
Hon. Secretary : Mr. R. Helliwell (Winchester). 
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. K. M. White (Bournemouth). 
Committee: Mr. R. C. Corlett, Miss G. E. Mollett, Mr. J. G. Olle, Miss E. E. 
Robins, Miss E. M. Streater, Mr. J. A. C. West. (Ex-officio member) Mr. A. LI. 
ance Carver. 
ne), Thirty-eight members of the Division met at Eastleigh on 26th March. During the 
afternoon a visit was paid to the printing works of Sir Joseph Causton & Sons, Ltd. 
ld) ;§ In the evening members gathered in the Public Library, where Mr. W. F. Oakeshott, 
Jade M.A., F.S.A., Headmaster of Winchester College, gave an address which was a delight 
Miss to all bibliophiles. 
Mr. Oakeshott spoke of the advantages the 20th century librarian and bibliographer 
The held over his 19th century forerunner in the use he had of such modern techniques as 
ultra-violet and infra-red rays and accurate photographic enlargement. He quoted 
many interesting cases where one or other of these techniques had been employed 
successfully. A typical case was a 15th century copy of the Gospels from which many 
of the illuminated initials had been torn out. By use of ultra-violet rays, photographic 
reproductions of these missing illuminations were obtained from their scarcely visible 
off-prints. Because of these new developments, Mr. Oakeshott maintained that it was 
well worth going over ground already traversed, for there was every chance that the 
investigator would achieve results which fifty years ago were technically impossible. 
Finally, Mr. Oakeshott stressed the danger of concentrating upon one objective to 
the exclusion of all others. It was important to conduct investigations with both eyes 
open. In this way the famous Malory ms. had been discovered incidentally during 
research on early leather bindings. 
A vote of thanks proposed by Mr. R. Helliwell, F.L.A., and seconded by Mr. J. E. 
Hoskins, F.L.A., was carried with acclamation. 
Mr. E. T. Pilcher, F.L.A. (Portsmouth) was elected Hon. Treasurer to fill the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Mr. K. M. White. Mr. J. E. Hoskins, F.L.A. (Eastleigh) 
irlier B was elected Vice-Chairman of the Division. 
nany The next meeting of the Division will be held at Gosport on Wednesday, 21st May. 


it fR  Yorkshire Division.—By kind invitation of the Chairman and Members of the 
Morley Public Libraries Committee, a meeting of the Division was held in Morley, 
on Thursday, Sth December, 1946. 

Over 80 members assembled at the Central Library and were shown round by 
members of the Morley staff, being welcomed later by the Chairman of the Public 
Libraries Committee, Councillor Charles Stinton. The party then left by bus for 
the Mills of Thomas Ambler and Sons, East Ardsley, where, after a short introductory 
talk, they were escorted round the building. Members had every opportunity of 
examining the many processes involved in worsted spinning. Thanks were paid to the 
guides by Mr. N. Tomlinson (Wakefield) and Mr. M. O. Dobson (Sheffield). 
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After a short inspection of the Branch Library adjacent to the mills, the member 
returned to the Town Hall and were received by His Worship the Mayor of Morley inte 
Alderman John Dews, J.P. A typical Yorkshire tea followed, and the Mayor was Arc 
heartily thanked for his generous hospitality by Mr. J. Stuffins (Harrogate) and Mis 
M. E. Scoffield (Aireborough). 

The evening meeting, with Mr. R. C. Sayell (Wakefield) in the Chair, was devoted 
to a paper delivered by Miss E. A. Waterhouse, Borough Librarian of Morley, who 
in her address on “‘ The advantages and disadvantages of working in large and small 
libraries,” stressed the claims of small authorities and their ability to develop initiative 
and provide all-round training. This provocative paper encouraged discussion, par 
ticularly from returned ex-Service men, and a happy meeting closed at 7.50 p.m. with 
Messrs. E. A. Clough and R. F. Drewery (Hull) thanking the Librarian for her pape 
and the excellent arrangements for the meeting. The thanks of the meeting werj 
conveyed to the Chairman and Members of the Public Libraries Committee for theif 
kind invitation. ; 

The Annual General Meeting of the Division for 1947, held in Leeds on 22nif} 
January, by kind invitation of the Leeds Libraries and Arts Committee, attracted ; 
record attendance, over 160 members attending the evening session. 

Assistants from all parts of the Division assembled at 2.30 p.m. at the Centr 
Library, and the high proportion of young people, many attending their first professiom 
meeting, was to be remarked. Three buses were used for the transport of the member 
who had the opportunity of seeing the two most recently erected of the Leeds Brand 
Libraries, Sheepscar and Crossgates, and great interest in the facilities available 
shown. The furniture and fittings were particularly admired, and there were many 
comments on the range and novelty of the displays employed. As always, howeve, 
time was too short adequately to view the many interesting features of these Branche 
and members left for the Central Library, where Councillor A. Adamson, Chairman ¢ 
the Leeds Libraries and Arts Committee, offered a hearty welcome to the Division, ani 
asked members to join him at tea in the Wilson Gallery. A vote of thanks to Councillor 
Adamson and the Leeds Libraries and Arts Committee for their kind hospitality, 
coupled with thanks to Mr. Hutchings, the City Librarian, and members of the Leeé 
staff for the excellent arrangements for the meeting, was moved by Mr. H. Howart 
(Scarborough) and seconded by Miss R. Westwood (Sheffield). | 

The Annual Business Meeting occupied the first part of the evening, Mr. H. W. Mah 
presiding. He announced that the following Officers had been elected for 1947 :— 

Chairman: H. W. Marr, A.L.A. (Sheffield). 

Vice-Chairman: E. A. Clough, F.L.A. (Hull). 

Hon. Treasurer : N. Tomlinson, F.L.A. (Wakefield). 

Hon. Secretary : C. W. Taylor, F.L.A. (Sheffield). { 
and remarked on the revolutionary changes in the Divisional Committee, there bein] 
eleven new members elected, and only five of the Committee of the previous yea 
retained. After the Chairman had welcomed the students from the Leeds School of 
Librarianship to this, their first meeting of the Division, the Annual Report and Financidl 
Statement for 1946 were examined and unanimously approved. Thanks to the retiring 
Officers and Committee were accorded by Mr. H. P. Lister (Sheffield) and Mr. |. 
Bebbington (Leeds). Miss M. Marshall (Wakefield) and Miss N. Bennett (West Ridin 
County) were appointed as Honorary Auditors for 1947. 
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The business meeting concluded, members settled down to enjoy an extremely 
interesting paper on a lesser known aspect of librarianship. Miss A. G. Foster, B.A., 
Archivist in the Leeds City Libraries, in her paper on “ Archives and the Archivist,” 
outlined the whole field of the subject from the equipment and training of the Archivist 
as a servant of the research worker to the type of material collected and the methods of 
arrangement adopted. The speaker introduced humour into what most of the audience 
had previously considered a dry-as-dust subject, and the spontaneous applause given to 
Miss Foster at the close of her paper indicated the excellence of the matter and the way 
it had been delivered. Mr. A. Wilson (Harrogate) and Mr. W. Kitchen (Hull) ex- 
pressed to Miss Foster the thanks of the Division. 


Book Taste 
M. S. Moore 


HERE are so many things a librarian can be. Perhaps I should say, so many 

things a librarian should be: a bookman, a bibliographer, a business man ; 

a reader, a writer, a critic, a man of taste. There are endless possibilities, 
but let me concentrate on the man (or woman) of taste. 


A recent visit to the National Book League’s excellent exhibition of Illustrated 
Books of the Last Ten Years brought home to me very forcibly the opportunities we 
have for the exercise of esthetic appreciation within our own realm of librarianship, 
visualizing ourselves strictly as bibliographers and keepers of books. 


It is the fashion in these days for many librarians to give extravagant support to 
a variety of “‘ extension activities,” ardently undertaking the propagation of culture 
by exhibitions and lectures on music, drama and art. On cursory consideration it 
seems that art may offer more scope for esthetics than do books; but there must 


be many librarians who have a feeling for the beauty of books as books. Can we 
not carry this further ? 


Perhaps our present emphasis on art and music is a tacit admission on our part 


- we find books less interesting, or at least less presentable, than these other forms 
of art. 


It is up to us to increase the study and love of books, both for their contents and 
for their intrinsic merits. It is a fact recognized in our age that visual appeal makes 
an immediate, easy and often deep impression on the public. An artist friend of 
mine recently demanded that I consider the enormous alteration in posters and 
commercial publicity in the past ten years—only ten years. It was a subject that 
appealed at once to my interest in typography and graphic reproduction, if nothing 
else. Tremendous advances have been made in the level of publicity during this 
time. All advertising firms now appear to use the services of experts in design and 
colour-appeal (I am not here considering the text). Lay-out has become a fine art 
recognized by all instead of by only a few designers. The typographical consultant 
is coming into his own. 
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This tremendous growth in visual attractiveness, placed before a public already 
made visually conscious by the colossal output of the film industry, has automatically 
trained the public eye. The public may be unaware of their full development, but 
they must have developed a deeper esthetic sense, and they now have more standards 
by which to judge. This is the first fundamental of criticism and taste, and is of the 
greatest importance—standards by which to judge. The pictures of the artist were 
never available for or influential upon any but a fraction of the public, and that 
fraction was the minority who were already self-consciously cultivating their cultural 
awareness. Now, entirely through the medium of reproductive art, the art of the 
printer in fact, the ordinary man is being grounded in the elements of taste. 

The librarian is, first and foremost, the curator of the art which has been delivered 
into his charge—the Art of Books. All librarians who are to any extent idealists 
are always exercised over the twin possibilities of giving the public both what it wants 
and what they think it should have. We have long been aware of the contents of books. 
But we should also see that the idea which all advertisers have long since adopted, 
by which tradesmen of all descriptions, and publishers most certainly, have long been 
influenced, should thoroughly penetrate the institutional walls of our Public Libraries. 
I mean, of course, the appreciation and use of the power of visual attraction. 

The National Book League exhibition’s Illustrated Books are examples of this. 
Most libraries probably have one or two of the books which were displayed in the 
Exhibition of Illustrated Books; most librarians must have bought or scanned the 
Penguin illustrated editions of Thoreau’s Walden or Browning’s Poems and seen 
the magnificent woodcuts therein, revealing the best of the spirit and technique 
of our modern artists. But to see a number of these books artistically displayed in 
juxtaposition increases their effect on the esthetic sense not by a matter of mathematical 
addition but by mathematical progression. Though you were no country-lover you 
would want to read Walden just to handle the pages and attach the illustrations 
to the text which swims so tantalizingly around them. 

Then there are large and beautiful books which none but the few will ever own 
and the public will never see. My favourites were a magnificent Comus with lino 
cuts by Mildred R. H. Farrar and the American edition of War and peace with full- 
page collotype illustrations by Barnett Freedman. The two-volume Everyman edition 
of War and peace is pocketable and excellent for the determined reader, but these 
six volumes of novel size, vivid with illustration, would tempt the most dilatory seeker 
of a “ good book.” 

When the librarian is promoting exhibitions and lectures should he not be con- 
cerned first with books? The National Book League exhibition consisted entirely 
of books and blocks and tools and proof pulls lent by publishers and private individuals. 
When the exhibition closed all these carefully collected and displayed items would 
have been returned whence they came. It is a pity: only a minority of the people 
of this country can have seen them in London, and only the keenly interested will have 
taken the trouble to visit the National Book League premises for the purpose. Such 
exhibitions should reach a wider public, including all the greater provincial centres 
of the country. What more natural centres are there than the Public Libraries? 
Exhibitions on such lines, even if much smaller in scope, would be our finest ambassadors. 

I should like to see library design of the future incorporating, as an easily recog- 
nizable feature, attractive display stands where a small but changing exhibition of the 
structure of books could be always on show. There is a good deal of pleasure to be 
had from the mechanics as well as the matter of books. 
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Association of Assistant Librarians 
(Section of the Library Association) 


Fifty-first Annual Report 
Year Ending 31st December, 1946 


It is a pleasure in this 51st Annual Report to record that the work of the Association 
during the first full year after the cessation of hostilities included a successful reversion 
to two popular peace-time features—the Inaugural Meeting and a provincial Annual 
General Meeting. 


At the Inaugural Meeting held on 30th January, a large audience at Chaucer House 
was delighted by Mr. Compton Mackenzie’s fascinating account of ‘“‘ Landmarks in 
my reading.”” The Annual General Meeting was held at Nottingham, on 25th July, 
and the very good attendance was representative of many Divisions. Lunch was 
taken in the Refectory of University College, Nottingham, after members had inspected 
the fine College Library. Afterwards, members proceeded by coach to Newstead 
Abbey, calling on the way at the Apsley Branch Library, and returning to the Not- 
tingham Council House for tea, by invitation of the Libraries and Museum Committee. 
The Lord Mayor of Nottingham and the Chairman of the Libraries and Museum 
Committee welcomed the Association, and the President replied. The Annual General 
Meeting followed in the Grand Jury Room, Nottingham Guildhall. 


Finance.—The Association’s financial position is fairly satisfactory. The balance 
of £701 10s. 4d. in the General Account is not over-large bearing in mind the increased 
costs of printing and stationery and also the extensive programme proposed for 1947. 
Compared with last year there is an increase in the balance of £128 3s. 9d., due largely 
to the increase in membership and the consequent increase in the capitation grant from 
the Library Association. 

The Correspondence Courses Account with a turnover of £2,076 14s. 7d. shows 
a balance of £179 4s. 1d—an adequate working balance for what is now a very 
considerable undertaking. 


{ Benevolent Fund.—No call was made on the Fund during thie year, and this might 
be taken to indicate that there were no occasions on which members needed the 
assistance of the Fund. The Council, however, wish to ensure that this Fund is used 
for the purpose for which it was created, and once again request Divisional Committees 
to notify the Council of any necessitous cases. 


Membership.—The membership of the Association is now 3,642, an increase of 
345 during the year. This membership is distributed among the Divisions as follows, 
but it should be noted that some changes due to the creation of the Bristol and District 
Division, and the alteration in other Divisional boundaries consequent on the Council’s 
adoption of the Report of the Sub-Committee on Divisional Areas, are not taken 
into account in arriving at these figures. The Council has under consideration the 
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revision of the membership lists, and it is hoped to make a full check on all the figure 
during the coming year. 


Full L.A. Transitional Total 


Honorary Fellows . ‘ ‘ r ; 20 a 20 
Central Association . : ; ; ; 229 — 229 
Divisions : 

Devon and Cornwall . . : 3 69 — 69 
Eastern ‘ ; 5 ; ‘ 4 77 — 71 
East Midlands js , , ; . 259 — 259 
Greater London . . ‘ : ‘ 976 8 984 
Kent . : ‘ : ‘ , : 164 — 164 
Midland ; . : ‘ ‘ ‘ 396 — 396 
North-Eastern : : , : : 234 21 255 

North-Western : 
Bolton and District . . 5 ; 244 5 249 
Liverpool and District é ; : 222 7 229 
South-Eastern . ‘ . ‘ ; 53 1 54 
South Wales and Monmouthshire . : 140 — 140 
Wessex ‘ - ‘ ‘i ‘ ‘ 142 — 142 
Yorkshire. : ‘ : P . 355 20 375 
3,580 62 3,642 


Education.—Another busy year has to be reported. The gradual but steady retum 
of members from the Forces has resulted in a very heavy demand for Correspondence 
Courses—a demand which at times exceeded the supply of tutors and made it necessary 
to refuse applications in certain sections. 

Arrangements were made during the year to continue as soon as possible the pre 
war policy towards standardized minimum courses and it was also decided to re-introduc 
the supply of notebooks and wrappers as soon as supplies become available. 

This increased demand for Courses, together with the new enlarged Syllabus, made 
it necessary to enlist the help of a considerable number of extra tutors, and the Council 
is greatly appreciative of the co-operation of those members of the profession who 
have offered their services. The thanks of the Council are also due, in no small 
measure, to the Section Editors whose work in 1946 was considerably increased owing 
to the unusual number of extra Courses which were introduced. : 

An entirely new Course was added in the autumn to cover Final, Part 3 (c), Special 
Libraries and Information Bureaux, of the Syllabus. Mr. W. Ashworth, B.Sc., F.L.A. 
(British Cast Iron Research Association) was appointed as Tutor, and Miss D. Knight, 
F.L.A. (National Institute for Research in Dairying) as Section Editor. 

No less than 1,153 Courses were arranged during the year, 64 of which were sent 
to members in the Forces. The total figure represents an increase of 452 on the 
previous year, and nearly 100 per cent. increase on the total for 1938, the last ful 
year before the War. 

Mr. S. W. Martin returned during the latter part of the year, and in view of the 
greatly increased amount of work involved, Mr. and Mrs. Martin were appointed 
Joint Honorary Education Secretaries. To both Mr. and Mrs. Martin the Council 
acknowledges its deepest gratitude for the splendid work which they have done, and 
continue to do, on behalf of the Association. 
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The present panel of editors and tutors is as follows :— 

Entrance.—Editor : Mr. H. Sargeant, F.L.A. (Portsmouth). Tutors: Mrs. K. A. 
Sincock, A.L.A. (Ascot), Misses F. Bowler, F.L.A. (Ealing), D. Clarke, B.A., F.L.A. 
(Nottingham University), W. C. Donkin, F.L.A. (King’s College, Newcastle), A. D. 
Nash, F.L.A. (Lambeth), J. H. Paterson, F.L.A. (Birmingham), J. Lee-White, F.L.A. 
(Devon), Messrs. J. H. E. Biggs, F.L.A. (Scunthorpe), G. Chandler, M.A., F.L.A. 
(Dudley), E. V. Corbett, F.L.A. (Ealing), S. H. Horrocks, F.L.A. (Reading), W. A. 
Munford, M.B.E., B.Sc., F.L.A. (Cambridge), F. A. Richards, F.L.A. (Battersea), 
L. J. Shaw, F.L.A. (West Ham), F. Taylor, A.L.A. (Keighley). 

Registration (a) (i).—Editor: W. H. Phillips, F.L.A. (Islington). Tutors: Miss 
E. M. Chapman, F.L.A. (Leicester Colleges of Art and Technology), Messrs. H. K. G. 
Bearman, F.L.A. (West Sussex), K. C. Harrison, M.B.E., F.L.A. (Hove), C. W. Taylor, 
F.L.A. (Sheffield), A. J. Walford, M.A., F.L.A. (Ministry of Defence), E. Wisker, 
B.A., F.L.A. (Wolverhampton). 

Registration (a) (ii)).—Editor: Mr. F. E. Sandry, F.L.A. (Edmonton). Tutors : 
Messrs. C. H. Bird, A.L.A. (Halesowen), S. J. Butcher, F.L.A. (Hampstead), H. Jolliffe, 
F.L.A. (Swindon), F. McDonald, F.L.A. (Hornsey), R. J. Marsh, F.L.A. (Hornsey), 
E. F. Patterson, A.L.A. (King’s College, Newcastle), W. A. Phillips, F.L.A. (Liverpool), 
H. A. Sharp, F.L.A. (Croydon). 

Registration (6) (iii and iv).—Editor: Mr. K. G. Hunt, B.A., F.L.A. (Hammer- 
smith). Misses J. Harries, B.A., F.L.A. (University of London), B. Heywood, F.L.A. 
(Manchester). Mr. P. Hepworth, M.A., F.L.A. (Stafford). 

Registration (c) (v).—Editor: Mr. E. Osborne, F.L.A. (Derbyshire). Tutors : 
Misses W. C. Donkin, F.L.A. (King’s College, Newcastle), J. H. Paterson, F.L.A. 
(Solihull), Messrs. F. A. Richards, F.L.A. (Battersea), F. Taylor, F.L.A. (Keighley), 

Registration (c) (vi).—Editor: Mr. Gurner P. Jones, B.A., A.L.A. Tutors: 
Misses M. Lovell, B.A., F.L.A. (Oxford), J. Quayle, F.L.A. (Liverpool), F. Scattergood, 
F.L.A. (Stretford), Messrs. A. Rennie, F.L.A. (Gateshead), F. Seymour Smith, F.L.A. 
(Finchley). 

Final, Part 1.—Editor: Mr. K. G. Hunt, B.A., F.L.A. (Hammersmith). Tutors : 
Misses I. Hill, F.L.A. (Haslingden), M. U. Robinson, M.A., F.L.A. (Homerton 
College, Cambridge). 

Final, Part 2.—Editor: Mr. E. Osborne, F.L.A. (Derbyshire). Tutors: J. H. 
Brindle, B.Sc., F.L.A. (E. Yorkshire), E. J. Clark, B.A., B.Com., F.L.A. (Durham Co.), 
J. H. Davies, F.L.A. (B.B.C.), L. M. Harrod, F.L.A. (Islington). 

Final, Part 3 (a).—Editor : Mr. E. Osborne, F.L.A. (Derbyshire). Tutors: J. H. 
Brindle, B.Sc., F.L.A. (E. Yorkshire), E. J. Clark, B.A., B.Com., F.L.A. (Durham Co.), 
J. H. Davies, F.L.A. (B.B.C.), L. M. Harrod, F.L.A. (Islington). 

Final, Part 3 (6).—Tutor : Miss M. U. Robinson, M.A., F.L.A. (Homerton College, 
Cambridge). 

Final, Part 3 (c).—Editor : Miss D. Knight, F.L.A. (National Institute for Research 
in Dairying). Tutor: Mr. W. Ashworth, B.Sc., F.L.A. (British Cast Iron Research 
Association). 

Final, Part 4 (a).—Editor : Mr. Gurner P. Jones, B.A., A.L.A. Tutors: Misses 
E. G. Davidson, F.L.A. (Berwickshire), M. Lovell, B.A., F.L.A. (Oxford). Messrs. 
A. Rennie, F.L.A. (Gateshead), F. Seymour Smith, F.L.A. (Finchley). 

Final, Part 5 (c).—Classification—Editor: W. H. Phillips, F.L.A. (Islington). 
Tutors : Messrs. A. J. Walford, M.A., F.L.A. (Ministry of Defence), E. Wisker, B.A., 
F.L.A. (Wolverhampton). 
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Final, Part 5 (c)—Cataloguing.—Editor : Mr. F. E. Sandry, F.L.A. (Edmonton), 
Tutors : Messrs. W. A. Phillips, F.L.A. (Liverpool), H. A. Sharp, F.L.A. (Croydon), 

Final, Part 5 (d).—Editor: Mr. K. G. Hunt, B.A., F.L.A. (Hammersmith), 
Tutors : Misses I. Hill, F.L.A. (Haslingden), M. U. Robinson, M.A., F.L.A. (Homerton 
College, Cambridge). 

The Council received with regret resignations from : Misses B. Ash, F.L.A., D. K, 
Bull, F.L.A., H. M. Butt, F.L.A., M. S. Taylor, M.A., F.L.A., D. Woolley, F.L.A. 
Messrs. F. Barlow, F.L.A., C. S. Minto, F.L.A., W. H. Phillips, F.L.A., E. Simpson, 
F.L.A. The Council would like to take this opportunity of expressing its sincere 
appreciation of their willing co-operation and service to the Association and profession 
especially in the arduous and difficult years of the War. 

Library.—During 1946, 55 volumes were added to the Association’s Library; 48 
were purchased and the remainder were donations. Issues for the year rose to 3,641, 


an increase of 255 over 1945, although the number of borrowers, 198, showed a slight i 


decrease. On the return of Mr. H. C. Twaits, Miss B. F. Nevard relinquished the 
Office of Honorary Librarian to him. To Miss Nevard the Council offers its thanks; 
and once again the Council would record its gratitude to Mr. L. J. Packington, Chief 
Librarian of Lambeth, for continuing to allow the collection to be housed at the Carnegie 
Library, Herne Hill Road, S.E.24. 

Divisions.—During the year the Council adopted the Report of the Sub-Committee 
on Divisional Areas (published in full in the July-August Library Assistant) which, by 
adjusting existing Divisional areas and creating the new Bristol and District Division, 
has resulted in a much greater Divisional coverage. As the Association’s real strength 
lies in its Divisional organization, this extension must prove valuable, and the Council 
is grateful to all who have co-operated to make it possible. 

It is not possible to include full Divisional Reports—these may be obtained on 
application to the Divisional Honorary Secretaries—but it is interesting to observe that 
a feature common to nearly all these Reports is the welcome given to returning Service 
men and women, who in many instances have taken part in successful ‘* Forces 
Symposiums.” Other Divisional meetings, many of which have been reported in the 
feature “* Divisional Notes and News ” in The Library Assistant are fairly evenly balanced 
between those addressed by well-known librarians, and those relying on local speakers, 
and it is pleasing to note that they have met with equal success. Educatic.sal work, 
social activities and Divisional Bulletins have also been included in the programmes of 
the various Divisions, and the Council is grateful to Divisional Officers and Committees 
for their enthusiastic work on behalf of the Association. 

Publications.—The new and enlarged edition of Phillips’ Primer of book classification 
was published in May. Sales have been excellent, and there seems a likelihood that this 
edition will shortly be exhausted. It is hoped that Sequels will be published at an early 
date ; and preparations are being made for a new edition of Hewitt’s Summary of 
Library Law, which will be published towards the end of 1947 if possible. 

Council.—The Council, which met five times during the year, has always been alert 
in watching the interests of the Association and its members, and ‘‘ Council Notes ” in 
The Library Assistant has recorded major decisions taken. The Report of the Sub- 
Committee on Divisional Areas, referred to above, called for much work, and routine 
business also required considerable attention. Nevertheless it is very satisfactory to 
record an increasing number of motions from the various Divisions. These are carefully 
considered by the Council, and any necessary action is taken. It cannot be emphasized 
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ton). Btoo strongly that the Divisional organization is the Association’s greatest asset. Any 
Jon), individual member can raise, through his Divisional Committee, matters of interest and 
uith), B importance to the profession. These matters are taken by the Divisional Representative 
Tton Bto the Council, and where the Council agrees, by the Council’s representatives to the 
Council of the Library Association. The increased number of motions from the 
Divisions shows a greater awareness in the Divisions for the profession of librarianship. 

The Council appointed a Sub-Committee to draft a pamphlet setting out the aims and 
achievements of the Association (a suggestion which came from one of the Divisions)— 
and it is hoped that the pamphlet will be issued during the coming year. 

At the end of the year Mr. J. T. Gillett, the retiring President, severed his active 
connection with the Association. As a spectator, Mr. Gillett will always be a strong 
supporter of the A.A.L. and the Council cannot adequately express its warmest apprecia- 
tion for all that he has done on the Association’s behalf. The year saw a change, too, 
in the Office of Honorary Editor, and to Mr. W. B. Stevenson who so competently 
edited The Library Assistant, and is now responsible for The Library Association Record, 
:‘Bthe Council acknowledges its thanks. 


The Future.—The year under review saw the demobilization and the return to their 

profession of the majority of our members. A number of them have already taken 
their places in the work of the Association, in the Divisions and on the National Council. 
More are needed, and it is hoped that they will be forthcoming to relieve those of the 
, older generation who have acted as caretakers during the war years, and who are now 
3100, ready to lay down their charges and to hand over the leadership to those whose future 
ngth lies before them. The Association is theirs to develop as they think best ; they have a 
incil § solid foundation of more than half a century’s growth upon which to build. 
The Library Association is at present considering the revision of its Bye-laws. It 
| on§ will be recalled that revised draft Bye-laws were presented to the Liverpool Conference 
that in 1939 and were rejected by an overwhelming majority, primarily because no provision 
‘vice & was included for the continuance of the A.A.L. Section. The A.A.L. confidently claims 
ces § that its past history and its current achievements are themselves justifications for its 
the § continued existence. It is earnestly hoped that the new revision of the Bye-laws will 
iced § provide for the continuance of the A.A.L., and we appeal, not only to that rapidly 
ers, § diminishing band who desire its continuance for sentimental reasons, but also to that 
ork, § larger section of members who know and appreciate its present day activities, to give 
s of § their whole-hearted support to our plea for survival. 
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Statement of Income 






Income £ a £ sid 
To Balance brought forward from 1945 . ; ; 573 67 
», Subscriptions ‘ ; : R 4 10 10 0O 
», Capitation Grant . : , i aj iy . 954 7 0 
», Sales: Library Assistant . ‘ 3 : mw 25 
;, A.A.L. Publications : ; ‘ : : . meet i 
;, Advertisements ‘i : ; ‘ : ; ; 4611 5 
;, Miscellaneous ‘ i A ‘ - : ‘ Tm © 


1,267 19 11 





£2,076 14 7 





BENEVOLENT 

Income : ae 

To Balance brought forward from 1945 . . ‘ P ‘ ‘ 380 4 9 

», Interest on Post Office Savings Bank Account . ‘ 17 7 
», Appreciation in value of National Savings Certificates, 1st January 

to 3ist December, 1946 ‘ : ; : ‘ : ‘ 913 8 

£390 16 0} 





STATEMENTS OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 


Assets £ £64 

To National Savings Certificates : Value at 31st December, 1946 : 353 2 8&8 
», Post Office Savings Bank . ‘ ‘ ; : : ; 5 37 13 4 
£390 16 0} 





All the above statemenis audited and found correct : 
; ec VW 
(Signed) = =| —— \ Honorary Auditors. 
6th January, 1947. 
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Income £ sail 

To Balance brought forward from 1945 . . ? ‘ ‘ ‘ 40 17 
»» Students’ Fees ; ‘ ‘ ; 1,829 15 OF 
»» Balance of fees paid by ‘ A. for members j in Forces P ‘ , 206 18 0F 

































nd Expenditure, 1946 
CCOUNT 














Expenditure & 22 & sa 
by Printing The Library Assistant . ‘ ‘ , . 37010 1 
,, Distributing The Library Assistant . ; . : 4413 2 
,, Payments to Divisions . : ; : ; . 142 70 
,, Councillors’ Expenses. ; ; - ; mae a 2 
” Inaugural and Annual Meetings ‘4 . ‘ ‘ 23 18 6 
,, Delegates’ Expenses ; P ; r 5 20 610 
,, Library . : ; ; : 3 . , 26 710 
) 119), Stationery and Printing ; ; ; ; 2418 3 
, Clerical Assistance for Honorary Officers - ? 54 8 O 
,, Postages : : ‘ : 27 14 O 
,, Primer of classification ‘ 3 ; 5 . . 24413 0 
,, Miscellaneous . ; J R ‘ ; : 1217 4 
————__ 1,139 16 2 
Balance carried forward to 1947 ‘ ‘4 ‘ 701 10 4 
5 6 £1,841 6 6 
JCEWCOURSES ACCOUNT 
dd, enamel eee £ KE 
| 7——By Tutors’ Fees . ‘ A ; ‘ . 1,691 17 6 
5 Of ., Editors’ Fees . ‘ 420 
3 0, Honorary Education Secretary, Clerical Assistance 
and Expenses. : R - ‘ 59 11 O 
,, Refund of Fees to Students R . - : . 35 14 0 
» Postages : ‘ ; ‘ ‘ . ; 35 0 0 
» Stationery and Printing ‘ . ‘ ‘ . : 31 6 O 
——_-——— 1,897 10 6 
Balance carried forward to 1947 r ; : 179 4 1 
17 £2,076 14 7 
INT FFUND ACCOUNT 
d. Expenditure ts «& 
9} § By Balance carried forward to 1947 : : ; ; : ; 390 16 0} 
7 
8 
0} £390 16 O¢ 
TES FAS ON 31st DECEMBER, 1946 
d Liabilities £ 3.4 
84 | By Balance of Fund, 31st December, 1946. ‘ 7 . : 390 16 Of 
4 
0} £390 16 04 
ERNEST WISKER, Hon. Treasurer. 
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Correspondence T 
Reference Library, 
The Editor, The Library Assistant. Birmingham, 1. 
Sir,— 


"May I reply, on behalf of the Divisional Committee, to the criticism of the 
Midland Division implied in Mr. F. A. Sharr’s letter appearing in the November. 
December issue of The Library Assistant. 


Meetings have been held jointly with the Birmingham and District Branch of th 
Library Association through a Joint Committee since 1931, and it has been founif)— 
that these meetings fulfil a useful function. The library profession is only a smal) \ 
one and joint meetings provide the opportunity for an exchange of views on the wide] — 
possible basis. It has been found in practice that assistant librarians are not over-awei 
and make the major contribution to the papers and discussions. In any case, provision 
normally is made for an A.A.L. meeting with paper and discussion to precede the 
L.A. meeting, although local arrangements have prevented this at our recent meetings. 
Separate meetings are held, however, from time to time. 

The Joint Committee has functioned effectively, and among its more noteworthy 
achievements has been the organization of ten Library Summer Schools in Birmingham. 
Arrangements are being made to hold the first post-war Birmingham Summer School 
from 18th to 30th August, 1947, and Mr. Sharr and all other library assistants will, 
as usual, be most welcome. 











Yours faithfully, om 
W. PEARSON, 
Hon. Secretary, Midland Division - 





THE LIBRARY ASSISTANT | {fx 


6s. per annum, post free “4 
Six issues per annum Circulation exceeds 3,250 day 
whi 
ADVERTISEMENT RATES “ 
WHOLE PAGE HALF PAGE for 
6 insertions £15 £8 Ma 
3 insertions £8 £5 aw, 
1 insertion £3 £2 


Smaller space pro rata 
Ass 


Orders for space to : “ 
A. E. Clough, A.L.A., Central Library, Albion Street, Hull wo 

















